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The 2024-25 Secondary Program of Studies Registration and 
Information Guide is designed to provide students and their 
parents with information that will assist them in course 
selection and with long-range academic and career planning.  

This guide includes information on graduation requirements, 
career planning, and instructional programs and courses 
offered in the middle and high schools of the York County 
School Division (YCSD). Additional information about courses 
and programs is also available in the school counseling office 
at each school. 

It is important that students consider the course descriptions 
and prerequisites, keeping in mind their personal abilities 
and interests. Students should choose courses that 
contribute to the accomplishment of their educational, 
personal, and career goals. 

Parents are asked to review this Secondary Program of 
Studies Registration and Information Guide with their 
student. The information provided should generate helpful 
discussions about career opportunities, diploma types, and 
educational plans. Please assist school personnel as they 
work to help your student realize that the educational 
choices made today greatly affect the opportunities available 
in the future. If you have suggestions or feedback on course 
offerings, please complete the Program of Studies Feedback 
form by scanning the QR code with your phone. 

 

Scan Me 

! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
student with the knowledge and skills necessary for higher 
education, multiple career paths and active citizenship. 

The components of the Academic and Career Plan include 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
graduation. Identification of a postsecondary career 
ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ 
interests and goal-setting are also part of the plan. 

All schools begin the development of an Academic and 
Career plan for each seventh-grade student. A completed 
Academic and Career Plan will be in place by the spring of the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ the 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
goals. Students, parents, school counselors and teachers 
work collaboratively to make appropriate course choices. 
See YCSD Policy IJD- College and Career Readiness. 

1) Familiarize yourself with graduation requirements 

and decide which diploma you will pursue. 

Ã Advanced Studies 

Ã Standard 

2) Select a career cluster/path. 

Ã Choose a career cluster/path that closely 

relates to your interests, skills, values and 

strengths. 

Ã Explore occupations that relate to your skills. 

Ã Learn what education, skills and knowledge 

are required. 

3) Identify courses that relate to your diploma choice 

and career path. 

4) Meet with your school counselor to finalize your 

course selections.  

For additional information contact  
the School Counseling Office at: 

Grafton Middle School 
(757) 898-0560 

Queens Lake Middle School 
(757) 220-4070 

Tabb Middle School 
(757) 898-0319 

Yorktown Middle School 
(757) 898-0410 

Bruton High School 
(757)220-4055 

Grafton High School 
(757) 898-0550 

Tabb High School 
(757) 867-5399 

York High School 
(757) 898-0424 

York River Academy 
(757) 898-0517 
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¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
establishes graduation requirements for all students 
enrolled in public schools. Additional requirements may be 
prescribed by the local school board. 

Students may be awarded a diploma or a certificate upon 
graduation from a Virginia high school. The requirements for 
a student to earn a diploma from a Virginia high school are 
the requirements that are in effect when that student enters 
the ninth grade for the first time. 

The York County School Division provides several diploma 
options and certificates to meet the individual needs of 
students. School counseling services provide regular 
opportunities for students and parents/guardians to 
evaluate student progress toward diploma requirements 
and to make adjustments to the type of diploma selected 
when necessary. Specific requirements for the diplomas 
listed in this section are available on following pages. 

NOTE: Graduation and course requirements listed within this 
Program of Studies are subject to change due to possible 
modifications in state requirements. 

Advanced Studies Diploma: This is the recommended 
diploma for students seeking entrance into a competitive 
four-year college or university upon graduation. 

Standard Diploma: This diploma signifies that the student 
has met proficiency standards established by the Virginia 
Board of Education in reading, writing, mathematics, science 
and history. 

NOTE: Once a student with disabilities has earned a 
Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies DiplomaΣ ¸/{5Ωǎ 
obligation to provide free appropriate public education is 
terminated. 

Applied Diploma: In accordance with the requirements of 
the Standards of Quality, a student with disabilities who 
completes the requirements of his or her IEP and does not 
meet the requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded 
an Applied Diploma.  

Special Certificate: A Certificate of Program Completion is 
an option for a senior who has met the standard units of 
credit requirements for a Standard Diploma but has not 
earned the verified credits required for graduation. The 
Certificate of Program Completion is not a diploma and 
should only be considered once all attempts to earn a 
Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies Diploma have been 
exhausted. 

 

 

 

Discipline Area   

 
Standard 
Credits 

Required 

Verified Credits 
Required 

English 4 2 

Mathematics1 4 1 

Laboratory Science2 4 1 

History & Social Science3 4 1 

World Languages4 3  

Health & PE 2  
Fine Arts or Career/ Technical 
    Education5 1  

Economics & Personal Finance 1  

Electives6 3  

Virtual Course7 ṉ  

First Aid/CPR/AED8 ṉ  

Total 26 5 
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Discipline Area   

 
Standard 
Credits 

Required 

Verified Credits 
Required 

English 4 2 

Mathematics1 
3 1 

Laboratory Science2 3 1 

History & Social Science3 3 1 

World Language, Fine Arts, or CTE5,9 2  

Health & PE 2  

Economics & Personal Finance 1  

Electives6 
4  

Virtual Course7 
ṉ  

First Aid/CPR/AED8 
ṉ  

Total 22 5 

 

 

1. Mathematics: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, the 
courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include 
at least three different course selections from among 
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, or other mathematics 
courses above the level of Algebra II. Per the Standards of 
Quality, a computer science course credit earned by 
students may be considered a mathematics course credit. 
For the Standard Diploma, the courses completed to satisfy 
this requirement shall include at least two different course 
selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 
Functions and Data Analysis, or Algebra II. Computer 
Mathematics may be used in conjunction with Algebra I and 
Geometry to satisfy mathematics graduation requirements 
if the student also completes a career & technical education 
concentration. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer 
science course credit earned by students may be considered 
a mathematics course credit. Standard Diploma credit 
accommodations for students with disabilities may include 
three standard credits in mathematics that include Algebra 
I (Part I and Part II each count as one math credit) and 
Geometry, and one verified credit in mathematics.  

2. Science: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, credits must 
be from at least three different science disciplines: Earth 
science, biology, chemistry, or physics, or completion of the 
sequence of science courses required for the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma. Per the Standards of Quality, a 
computer science course credit may be considered a science 
course credit. For the Standard Diploma, the courses 
completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course 

selection from at least two different science disciplines. Per 
the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit 
may be considered a science course credit. 

3. History/ Social Science: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, 
credits must include Virginia and U.S. History, Virginia and 
U.S. Government, and two courses in either world history or 
geography or both. For the Standard Diploma, credits must 
include Virginia and U.S. History, Virginia and U.S. 
Government, and one course in either world history or 
geography. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this 
requirement. 

4. World Languages: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, 
credits must include three (3) years of one language or two 
(2) years each of two languages. 

5. World Languages, Fine Arts, or Career & Technical 
Education: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, students 
must earn a minimum of one (1) credit in the areas of fine 
arts or career and technical education. A computer science 
course may be considered a career & technical education 
credit. For the Standard Diploma, students must earn a 
minimum of two credits in the areas of world languages, 
fine arts, or career & technical education. At least one of the 
credits must be in fine arts or career & technical education. 
Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course 
may be considered a career & technical education credit. 

6. Electives: For the Advanced Studies Diploma students must 
earn three (3) electives. For the Standard Diploma students 
must earn four (4) electives. Two of these electives must be 
sequential, as outlined in the Standards of Quality. For the 
Advanced Studies Diploma, the sequential electives may be in 
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any discipline, as long as the courses are not specifically 
required for graduation as noted in the Regulations 
Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in 
Virginia (8VA20-131-51). Additional information on 
sequential electives is available in the school counseling 
office. 

7. Virtual Learning: For the Standard Diploma and the 
Advanced Studies Diploma, students shall successfully 
complete one virtual course, which may be a noncredit-
bearing course or a required elective credit-bearing course 
that is offered online. 

8. First Aid/CPR/AED: Students will be trained in emergency 
first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of 
automated external defibrillators, including hands-on 
practice of the skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. Students with an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) or 504 Plan which documents that they 
cannot successfully complete this training shall be granted 
a waiver from this graduation requirement, as provided in 
the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting 
Public Schools in Virginia (8VAC20-131-420 B). 

9.  AP, Honors, IB, Dual Enrollment, Work-Based Learning, 
or CTE Credential: Students shall (i) complete an Advanced 
Placement, honors, International Baccalaureate, or dual 
enrollment course; or (ii) complete a high-quality work-
based learning experience, as established by board 
guidance on work-based learning; or (iii) earn a career and 
technical education credential approved by the board, 
except when a career and technical education credential in 
a particular subject area is not readily available or 
appropriate or does not adequately measure student 
competency, in which case the student shall receive 
satisfactory competency-based instruction in the subject 
area to satisfy the Advanced Studies Diploma requirements. 
The career and technical education credential, when 
required, could include the successful completion of an 
industry certification, a state licensure examination, a 
national occupational competency assessment, or the 
Virginia workplace readiness assessment. 

10. Credit Accommodations: Credit accommodations 
provide alternatives for eligible students with disabilities to 
earn verified credits required to graduate. Credit 
accommodations for students with disabilities may include: 

¶ Alternative courses to meet the standard credit 
requirements, 

¶ Additional tests approved by the Virginia Board of 
Education for earning verified credits. 

11. Locally Awarded Verified Credit: Eligible students may 
earn no more than one locally awarded verified credit in 
English, mathematics, science, and history/social science, if 
earning either a Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies 
Diploma.  
NOTE: Once a student with disabilities has earned a 
Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies DiplomaΣ ¸/{5Ωǎ 
obligation to provide free appropriate public education is 
terminated. 

12. Transfer Students: See your school counselor for all 
graduation requirements. Visit the High School Graduation 
link on the Virginia DeparǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov  for more information on high 
school graduation requirements in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

The Standards for Accrediting Schools in Virginia, adopted 
by the Virginia Board of Education, establishes high school 
graduation requirements and certain diploma seal 
recognitions.  

The York County School Division and the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Programme offer additional academic 
recognitions. Students may earn multiple recognitions.  

State Board of Education Seal: Awarded to students who 
earn the Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies Diploma 
with an ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ά!έ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŜŀƭΥ Awarded to students who earn an 
Advanced Studies Diploma ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά.έ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
who successfully complete college-level coursework to earn 
nine (9) transferable college credits in Advanced Placement, 
International Baccalaureate, Cambridge, or dual enrollment 
courses, which are all opportunities to be an Early College 
Scholar. 

State Board of Education Career & Technical Education 
Seal: Awarded to students who earn the Standard Diploma 
or Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed 
sequence of courses in a career & technical education 
concentration or specialization and Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ά.έ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
those courses; or pass a certification examination; or 
acquire a professional license from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

State Board of Education Diploma Seal for Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM): 
Awarded to students who earn either a Standard Diploma 
or an Advanced Studies Diploma and satisfy all math and 
science requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά.έ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ 
¶ successfully complete a 50 hour or more work-based 

learning opportunity in a STEM area, and 
¶ satisfy all requirements for a career & technical 

education concentration. A concentration is a coherent 
sequence of two or more state-approved courses as 
identified in the course listing within the CTE 
Administrative Planning Guide, and   
¶ pass one of the following: 

o a Board of Education CTE STEM-H credential 
examination, or 

o an examination approved by the Board that confers a 
college-level credit in a STEM field. 

State Board of Education Seal of Biliteracy: Awarded to 
students who earn either a Board of Education-approved 
diploma and (i) pass all required End-of-Course Assessments 
in English reading and writing at the proficient or higher 
level; and (ii) are proficient at the intermediate-mid level or 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/
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higher in one or more languages other than English, as 
demonstrated through an assessment from a list to be 
approved by the superintendent of public instruction. 

State Board of Education Seal for Excellence in Science and 
the Environment: Awarded to students who meet each of the 
following criteria:  
¶ Earn either a Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies 

Diploma 
¶ Complete at least three different first-level board-

approved laboratory science courses and at least one 
rigorous advanced-level or postsecondary-level 
ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ά.έ ƻǊ 
higher 
¶ Complete laboratory or field-science research and 

present that research in a formal, juried setting 
¶ Complete at least 50 hours of voluntary participation in 

community service or extracurricular activities that 
involve the application of science such as 
environmental monitoring, protection, management, 
or restoration. 

State Board of Education Excellence in Civics Education Seal: 
Awarded to students who earn either a Standard Diploma or 
an Advanced Studies Diploma and meet each of the following 
criteria:  

¶ Complete Virginia & United States History and Virginia & 
United States Government courses with a grade of "B" 
or higher.  
¶ Have good attendance and no disciplinary infractions as 

determined by local school board policies.  

¶ Complete 50 hours of voluntary participation in 
community service or extracurricular activities, such as 
volunteering for a charitable or religious organization 
that provides services to the poor, sick or less fortunate; 
participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or similar youth 
organizations; participating in Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (JROTC); participating in political 
campaigns, government internships, Boys State, Girls 
State or Model General Assembly; or participating in 
school-sponsored extracurricular activities that have a 
civics focus. Any student who enlists in the United States 
military prior to graduation will be deemed to have met 
this community service requirement.  

York County School Division Honors Seal: Awarded to 
students who complete the course of study for the York 
County School Division Honors program. 

York County School Division Community Service Seal:  
Awarded to students who complete the requirements for York 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ program. 

International Baccalaureate Diploma: Awarded to students 
who complete the course of study and exams for the 
International Baccalaureate Programme.  

Early College Scholars: Participants in the Early College 
Scholars pǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ά.έ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
pursuing an Advanced Studies Diploma ǿƛǘƘ ŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŜŀƭΣ 
and must complete 15 hours of college-level coursework (i.e., 
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or dual 
enrollment) that will earn at least 15 transferable college 
credits. 

 

 

Standard Credit: A standard unit of credit is awarded for a 
course in which the student successfully completes 140 clock 
hours of instruction and the objectives of the course. 

Verified Credit: A verified unit of credit is awarded when a 
student earns a standard unit of credit and achieves a 
passing score on a corresponding end-of-course SOL test or 
a substitute assessment approved by the Board of Education. 
See YCSD Policy IKFA ς Locally Awarded Verified Credits. 

Weighted Credit: Advanced Placement, advanced or other 
courses are iŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άǿŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣέ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ credit 
is increased due to the rigor of the curriculum and quality of 
work accomplished. 

Transfer Credit: Transfer grades and credits from other 
school divisions will be accepted by the York County School 
Division provided the courses are compatible with local and 
state regulations. Weighted credits will be awarded only to 
those transfer courses that are also weighted in the York 
County School Division and will be computed according to 
YCSD procedure. If a transfer student completed a weighted 
course in another school division prior to the academic year 
that the course was first offered for weighted credit by the 

York County School Division, the student will not receive 
weighted credit for the course. Additional information is 
available in school counseling offices. 

Middle school students are promoted to the next grade level 
based upon achievement in all subject areas and successful 
completion of English, history/social science, math, and 
science courses.  

High school students are promoted based upon achievement 
reflected in the number of credits earned: 

Grade 10 5 credits minimum 
Grade 11 10 credits minimum 
Grade 12 15 credits minimum 

NOTE: Rising 9th grade students are limited to take Health & 
PE9 or a high school credit bearing course where the credit 
was formally omitted. 
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Grading Scale: High school courses taught in YCSD middle 
and high schools are assigned grade-point values as indicated 
below: 

A 90-100  4 points 
B 80-89  3 points 
C 70-79  2 points 
D 64-69  1 point 
F 63 and Below  0 points 

Class Rank: High school class rank is based upon the grades 
earned in courses for which high school credit is awarded. 
The Grade Point Average (GPA) for students earning non-

weighted and/or weighted credit is calculated following a 
prescribed formula and established procedure (see Student 
Handbook and Conduct Code). Please reference 
Superintendent Regulations, IU, for additional information. 

Early Graduation Graduating early is defined as a student 
seeking to complete graduation requirements for a Standard 
Diploma or Advanced Studies DiplomaΣ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
cohort year of graduation. Participation in an Individual 
Student Alternative Education Plan (ISAEP) program or 
General Education Development Test (GED) program shall 
not be included in the definition of Early Graduation.  

Families should consult their school counselor for additional 
information surrounding graduation requirements and the 
application process for requesting Early Graduation. 

 

 

Students are encouraged to select rigorous courses that will 
provide an intellectual challenge and will also better prepare 
them for future courses and educational and/or career 
pursuits beyond high school. 

Grade 6: Students take six (6) classes on an A/B rotation 
schedule including a double block for English, a double block 
for mathematics, a block for physical education, and a block 
for an encore course selection from the Exploratory Wheel, 
Beginning Band, or Introduction to Chorus. The Exploratory 
Wheel allows students to take four (4) nine-week electives 
during the school year.  

Grades 7 & 8: Students take eight (8) classes on an A/B 
rotation schedule. Students may have double blocks for 
English and/or for mathematics. Students take both required 
and elective courses. 

Bruton High, Grafton High, Tabb High and York High: Operate 
on a seven (7) course A/B rotation schedule, with one class 
scheduled daily and six block classes scheduled on alternating 
days. Courses can be semester-long or year-long. 

York River Academy: Operates on a Hybrid 4x4 schedule. The 
Hybrid 4x4 schedule utilizes four (4) block classes scheduled 
daily for one term (approximately 18 weeks). At the end of 
the term, students earn a full credit. Some classes meet all 
year on an alternating-day A/B block rotation schedule. 

Course Load: Students in grades 9 through 11 must take a 
full course load. A full course load is defined as: 
¶ A/B schedule - seven credit-bearing courses 
¶ Hybrid 4x4 schedule - eight credit-bearing courses 

Seniors or term graduates lacking credits to meet the 
Standard Diploma graduation requirements may be 
approved to take more than  seven original credit bearing 
courses in order to attempt on time graduation during the 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƘƻǊǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ bƛƴǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ  twelfth grade students 
can take no more than  seven original credit bearing courses 
per year except for the following limited circumstances: 

¶ Students in grades 11 and 12 who require seven courses 
in their schedule to meet graduation requirements, may 
take work-based or service learning as an 8th period. 

¶ Students in grades 11 and 12 may be approved to take 
Economics and Personal Finance online as an 8th period, 
under specific circumstances. Please reference 
Superintendent Regulations, IGBGA, for additional 
information. 

Abbreviated Schedule: Seniors or term graduates must be in 
good academic standing for on-time graduation to have a 
reduced course load. In addition, the student must have 
completed or scheduled during senior year one of the 
following: 

¶ Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or a 
Dual Enrollment course; 

¶ Two or more credits of a state-approved Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) sequence and earn a CTE 
credential; 

¶ A work-based learning experience; 

¶ A service learning experience; or 

¶ Three JROTC courses and a CTE credential. 

Please speak with your school counselor if you are seeking 
an abbreviated schedule during your senior year. 

Course Availability: Courses identified in the Program of 
Studies may not be offered at all schools. Factors affecting 
course offerings in a school can include staffing availability, 
low enrollment, the need for specialized equipment, and 
budgetary determinations. When courses are not available 
in a school, other options may be explored. Please see your 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ 
options. 
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Electives: Electives must be approved by a school counselor 
and must be in accordance with the academic and career 
plan of the student. 

Non-YCSD Courses: High school students who wish to take 
courses at colleges or other institutions outside the York 
County School Division must have those courses approved in 
advance by the principal for high school credit to be awarded. 
Such courses cannot be offered by the YCSD or the New 
Horizons Regional Education Center, except under limited 
circumstances, and must be compatible with local and state 
regulations. Written approval must be secured from the 
principal prior to enrollment in the course. With the 
exception of the methodology used to calculate transfer 
credits, weighted credit will not be awarded for coursework 
taken outside of the York County School Division. 

The York County School Division encourages students to give 
serious consideration to the selection of courses during the 
scheduled registration period. Course changes are 
discouraged except as recommended by teachers for 
placement reasons.  

Course changes must occur by the tenth day (fifth class 
meeting for block courses). If changes occur within the 
allowed timeframe, the original course and the earned grade 
ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŎord. The only exception 
to this practice will be changes within the same academic 
discipline. Students may move to courses with similar 
content but not to higher level or weighted courses. If a 
student changes from one course to another course within 
the same academic discipline, the earned grade from the first 
course will be prorated and averaged with the earned grade 
from the new course to compute the final grade. 

The York County School Division, as part of its academic 
program, offers engaging and interactive online courses 
through both our local, Virtual High School (VHS) program 
and Virtual Virginia (VVA), the state administered online 
program. Approved courses in the Program of Studies that 
are unavailable to a student within their individual school 
may be available online through either VHS or VVA. Students 
approved to take a course virtually as a part of their 

traditional schedule will participate in those courses in the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƭŀōΦ WǳƴƛƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ǇŀǊǘicipating in 
special programs that limit their access to elective courses 
may be approved to take Economics and Personal Finance as 
a 5th block virtually only as necessary to meet Virginia and 
York County School Division graduation requirements. 
Students are most successful in virtual courses if they are 
independent learners, have good time-management skills, 
and maintain a regular schedule of logging into courses and 
communicating with the online teacher. 

Students must log into these virtual courses daily and must 
be actively engaged in online discussion and activities. They 
will learn to submit documents electronically, navigate 
learning management systems and meet online with 
teachers and students through a virtual classroom. Students 
may make an appointment with their school counselor to 
learn more about available online courses. Specific virtual 
course information and requirements are listed within the 
Course Offerings section. Students are required to take one 
virtual or blended learning course prior to graduation. YCSD 
defines blended learning as a combination of face-to-face 
instruction with online instruction. See YCSD Policy & SREG: 
IGBGA Online Courses and Virtual School Programs. 

Students who desire to accelerate or recover high school 
ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ǎƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¸/{5Ωǎ 
Virtual High School (VHS) Summer Academy. This is an 
asynchronous online learning program designed for rising 
9th grade through current 12th grade students. Students 
may earn one original credit or two credit recovery courses 
each summer. Course offerings for rising 9th graders are 
limited to Health and PE 9 and high school courses taken in 
middle school that the student has formally omitted. Each 
full-credit course is approximately 140 online instructional 
class hours, and each credit recovery course is approximately 
70 online instructional hours. Summer Academy course 
offerings are based on sufficient enrollment and staff 
availability. Tuition is required for high school credit-bearing 
courses. Important registration information, specific 
program dates, tuition rates and program details will be 
outlined in the Summer Academic Programs Catalog. 
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Certain high school courses are designated as Advanced 
Placement (AP) or advanced. The requirements and 
expectations of these courses exceed those of regular grade-
level courses in a particular content area. High school 
students who have completed prerequisite courses are 
eligible for AP courses as well as Virtual Virginia AP courses. 

Students enrolled in an AP course are encouraged to take the 
AP exam for that course. Taking AP exams does not 
automatically enable a student to gain college credits. Credit 
award decisions are made by individual colleges.  

The Early College Program (ECP) is a partnership between 
Virginia Peninsula Community College (VPCC) and York 
County School Division. Eligible high school seniors are 
concurrently enrolled in their high school and VPCC. 
Students complete dual enrollment English 111/112 (Dual 
Enrollment English 12) and remaining courses required for 
graduation prior to winter break of their senior year. In 
January, students transition full time to the VPCC campus 
and begin a course load of at least 12 college credits. Spring 
VPCC courses will follow the college schedule. Students have 
the opportunity to complete state and local graduation 
requirements,  remain involved in sports, clubs, and activities 
at their home school, while earning transferable college 
credits at a reduced tuition rate. Participation in VHSL 
activities requires students to meet eligibility requirements 
during both the fall and spring semesters.  

To be eligible for the Early College Program, students must 
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher, earned 
passing scores on both the Reading and Writing End of 
Course Standards of Learning assessments, and require 
limited course credits to complete graduation requirements. 
The courses offered in this program are part of the 
Commonwealth College Course Collaborative (CCCC). As 
ǎǳŎƘΣ 9/t ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ά/έ ŀǾerage during their 
senior year in each of their dual enrolled and college courses 
to earn transferable college credit. Please consult your 
school counselor for additional information regarding the 
application process and program timelines.  See YCSD Policy 
LEB- Advanced/Alternative Courses for Credit. 

In partnership with Virginia Peninsula Community College 
(VPCC), students may be eligible to receive college credit for 
specific courses taken in York County School Division. 
Successfully completed dual enrollment (DE) courses provide 
students with both high school and college credit 
simultaneously. Students with junior or senior standing that 
ƳŜŜǘ ±t//Ωǎ Řǳŀƭ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ Ƴŀȅ Řǳŀƭ enroll 
with documentation of parent and principal approval. Dual 

enrollment courses are college-level courses. Credits and 
grades earned in dual enrollment courses become a part of a 
studentΩs permanent college transcript. Students interested in 
taking dual enrollment courses are encouraged to visit 
Transfer Virginia to see which colleges and universities will 
accept transfer credit from VPCC. Dual enrollment course 
offerings in schools are based upon availability of staff who 
meet requirements set by VPCC. Please check with your school 
counselor regarding available dual enrollment course 
offerings for your school. See YCSD Policy LEB- 
Advanced/Alternative Courses for Credit. 

Virginia Peninsula Community College (VPCC) and the York 
County School Division have an agreement in place that allows 
ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŀ 
one year Virginia Community College System (VCCS) Uniform 
Certificate of General Studies concurrently with a high school 
diploma. 

Students are encouraged to begin exploring this pathway at 
the start of their seventh grade year as successful completion 
may require students to: 

¶ Meet specific eligibility criteria (age, grade level, test 
scores, cumulative GPA) 

¶ Participate in Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
beginning in the 9th grade 

¶ Achieve an AP exam score of 3 or higher on associated 
course exams 

¶ Apply to VPCC as a degree seeking dual enrollment 
student 

¶ Participate in courses through VPCC during summer 
sessions* 

¶ Enroll in courses through VPCC during the traditional 
school year in addition to their YCSD required high 
school courses* 

*Families are solely responsible for tuition and related fees for 
courses taken through VPCC, excluding specified dual 
enrollment courses available in YCSD schools, provided by 
YCSD teachers. 

Please contact your school counselor for more information 
regarding students individual course planning and 
requirements to complete these pathways. 

The Early College Scholars program allows eligible high 
school students to earn at least 15 hours of transferable 
college credit while completing the requirements for an 
Advanced Studies Diploma. Participants must ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ά.έ 
average or better, must be pursuing an Advanced Studies 

https://www.transfervirginia.org/
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Diploma ǿƛǘƘ ŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŜŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ мр ƘƻǳǊǎ 
of college-level coursework (i.e., Advanced Placement, 
International Baccalaureate, or dual enrollment) that will 
earn at least 15 transferable college credits. 

TƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ (GHSA) provides 
high school students with a rigorous course of study that will 
prepare them for high demand, high wage, and high skill 
health sciences careers. GHSA courses are offered in the 
therapeutic and diagnostic services pathways.  

GHSA is located at Bruton High School and is open to all YCSD 
students in grades 9-12 in the York County School Division. 
GHSA students are required to meet the following criteria to 
complete the program successfully: take a mathematics and 
science course each year in high school, maintain a minimum 
of a 2.5 GPA, and earn an industry certification or at least 
nine (9) transferrable college credits. GHSA completers will 
earn ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ seal on their 
diploma. 

¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ϧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ όD{{¢ύ ƛǎ ŀ 
two-year, half-day program, offered at the New Horizons 
Regional Educational Center (NHREC), for students in grades 
11 and 12. Students will select a strand as the focus for their 
GoverƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǎǘǊŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
emphasis on both the science subject matter and associated 
career fields. Students will be able to participate in one of the 
following three strands: Engineering, Biological Science, and 
Computational Science. 

 Prospective Student Pipeline 

. ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ όt{tύ ŦƻǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
School provides a registration of interest in the program. 
Students who register for the PSP will be subscribed to the 
t{t bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ D{{¢Ωǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻrtal. In addition, 
the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭŜǊǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ D{{¢ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ Ŏŀƴ 
help the student select appropriate math and science 
courses. There are two possible entry routes for the PSP: 

1. School referral ς schools identify 8th and 9th grade 
students who meet certain academic benchmarks, and 
parents of these students are then invited to fill out a 
registration of interest. 

2. Self-referral ς anyone interested in receiving the 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ōȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ D{{¢Ωǎ 
PSP website. 

Admissions Procedures 

Final acceptance inǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ млǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ aŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
GPAs, teacher recommendations, and PSAT scores are 
considered. NOTE: Participation in the Pre-Admissions Series 
does not guarantee admission to the GovernorΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

The York County School Division Honors program is designed 
to provide students in grades 8ς12 with the opportunity to 
complete a rigorous academic program.  

Eligible students choosing to participate in this program are 
required to complete all program requirements listed below. 
For going beyond ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ Advanced 
Studies Diploma, students who successfully complete the 
Honors program will be recognized with the Honors Seal on 
their diplomas.  

Additional information on this academic opportunity is 
available in the school counseling office of each middle and 
high school.  

Program Requirements 

Grade 8 
¶ Students must complete the following courses: 

Advanced English 8; Civics and Economics; Algebra I or 
Advanced Geometry; Physical Science 8; World 
Language I/II (French, German, Latin, Spanish), Physical 
Education & Lifetime Fitness 8; Elective. 

¶ To remain in the Honors program 8th grade students 
Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ά/Φέ 

Grades 9-12 
¶ Students in the Honors program must maintain a 

cumulative GPA of 3.25 in the ninth grade, and 3.50 in 
grades 10 through 12. 

Students must take a minimum of four (4) credits of the 
same world language. World language courses taken for 
high school credit and successfully completed in the 
seventh grade may count as one of the four consecutive 
years.  

NOTE: Virtual Virginia may not offer Arabic IV yearly. As 
such, this language will not fulfill the Honors Program 
requirement. 

¶ Students must take a minimum of six (6) AP courses 
representing four (4) content areas. Literary Arts 11 and 
Literary Arts 12, dual enrollment courses for transferable 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
may be used to meet one or more Honors Program 
requirements:  

o College Calculus 
o Multivariable Calculus/Linear Algebra 
o Advanced Chemical Analysis 
o Advanced Biological Analysis 
o Calculus Based Engineering Physics I and II 
o Calculus Based Engineering Physics III and IV 
o Computational Physics 
o Engineering Design Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

¶ To remain in the Honors program, high school students 
must remain enrolled in a full course load each year, 
may not repeat a course, may not drop/withdraw from 
a class after the drop/add period, and may not have a 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ά/Φέ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ  

 

https://nhrec.org/gsst/home/how-to-apply/information-for-prospective-students/
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students may not expunge Algebra I or any World 
Language I course. 

¶ Beginning in ninth grade, students must complete 20 
hours of community service outside of school. 

Additional information on this academic opportunity is 
available in the school counseling office of each middle and 
high school. 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme is a 
rigorous, two-year college preparatory course of study for 
academically talented students in grades 11 and 12. A Pre-
Diploma program is available to eligible students in grades 9 
and 10. Admission to the York High Pre-Diploma program 
and Diploma Programme is by application. 

All IB courses are taught by instructors trained in IB 
instruction at workshops conducted by the International 
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO). The courses are designed 
to develop strong writing, time management, and 
critical/higher order thinking skills in students. In addition, 
through these courses, each student is exposed to the 
internationally minded, interdisciplinary nature of the IB 
liberal arts curriculum. 

IB courses are identified as SL (Standard Level), requiring a 
minimum of 150 instruction hours, or HL (Higher Level), 
requiring 240 instructional hours. All IB courses carry 
weighted credit. 

Students in grades 11 and 12 who are not participating in the 
full IB Diploma Programme may enroll in an IB course (either 
SL or HL) provided there is space available, there is no 
equivalent AP course available, the student receives two 
teacher recommendations, and all course-specific 
prerequisites have been met. 

IB Diploma Programme course students are responsible for 
the costs associated with the IB examination as explained in 
the Student Handbook. Students with demonstrated 
financial need may request a waiver of the IB examination 
fees from the principal. 

Specific course information and IB requirements are 
provided within the Course Offerings section of this Program 
of Studies. 

Program Requirements 

¶ Pre-Diploma/IB students are required to have a 
minimum GPA of 3.25 in the ninth grade, and 3.50 in 
grades 10 through 12. 

NOTE: Students who do not maintain the minimum GPA 
will be withdrawn from the IB Diploma Programme. 

¶ Students may not earn a final grade lower than a άCέ in 
any course and remain in the Pre-Diploma/IB Diploma 
Programme. Students may not repeat a course or 
drop/withdraw from a class after the add/drop period. 
Eighth grade students accepted into the program may 
not expunge Algebra I, Advanced Geometry, or any 
World Language I or II course. 

¶ Pre-Diploma students may opt to leave the program and 
re-enroll in the honors program at their home school if 
they meet honors requirements. 

Pre-Admissions Procedures 

Admission to the Pre-Diploma program for grades 9 and 10 
is by application. The program prepares accepted students 
for participation in the IB Diploma Programme in grades 11 
and 12. 

Applications and information regarding the IB Diploma 
Programme, which is housed at York High School, may be 
obtained from the school counseling department at each 
middle school or from the IB Diploma Programme 
Coordinator, (757) 890-5014. 

Parents of students accepted into the IB Diploma Programme 
who are zoned for Bruton High, Grafton High, and Tabb High 
sign a waiver releasing the student from their home school 
zone and enrolling them in York High School. Pre-Diploma 
and York High IB students have the opportunity to 
participate in co-curricular, extra-curricular, and athletic 
activities sponsored by York High School. Students opting out 
of the Pre-Diploma or IB Diploma Programme will return to 
their home school unless they obtain approval from the 
School Board Office to remain at York High School. 

The purpose of Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(NJROTC) at THS and YHS is to instill in students the value of 
citizenship, service to their community and the United 
States, personal responsibility, and a sense of 
accomplishment. A student must be attending a YCSD high 
school and be a United States citizen or admitted for 
permanent residence to enroll in this program.  

Each Navy JROTC course is composed of three (3) hours of 
classroom work and two (2) hours of drill or physical activity 
each week. Frequent field trips and voluntary participation in 
NJROTC activities such as drill team and rifle team are 
additional features of the Naval Science Program.  

All NJROTC cadets are eligible to participate in SAT and ACT 
online college preparatory programs at no cost. Participation 
in NJROTC offers students an advantage in competition for 
military academy and college ROTC scholarships. Students 
who complete two (2) or more years of the program are 
eligible to enter the military at an advanced pay grade and 
may be eligible to be a career & technical education 
completer. 

The Middle School Arts Magnet (mSAM) for students in 
grades 6 through 8 provides enrichment and instruction in 
literary arts, theatre arts, and dance arts. Learning 
experiences encourage students to work independently and 
collaboratively to develop writing skills, prepare 
performances, and create exhibitions that display their 
appreciation of the arts, develop critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills, and enhance self-esteem. Excellence 
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in the arts is a natural extension of the middle school 
academic program. 

Interested middle school students may apply for this 
program, which is located at Queens Lake Middle School 
(QLMS). For additional information on the mSAM, contact 
the QLMS Principal at (757) 220-4083. 

Admission Procedures 

Admission to the program is based on a random lottery 
system, grouped by grade level. 

The York County School of the Arts (SOA) provides high 
school students with an enriched and challenging fine arts 
educational opportunity that emphasizes academic growth 
and artistic development, the multidisciplinary nature of the 
arts, standards to differentiate between the ordinary and the 
extraordinary in the arts, and fine arts career opportunities.  

SOA is located at Bruton High School and is open to all 
students in grades 9 through 12 in the York County School 
Division who maintain a GPA of 2.5 or higher ŀƴŘ ŀ ά/έ 
average in their SOA course(s). Transportation from York 
County high schools to SOA is provided for students.  

Admission Procedures  

Admission to SOA is by application/interview (requires three 
letters of recommendation, demonstration of ability, reading 

comprehension on or above grade level, and a minimum GPA 
of 2.5). Information about the SOA program may be obtained 
from the SOA Coordinator at (757) 220-4095.  

NOTE: Participation in the Middle School Arts Magnet program 
does not guarantee admission to the School of the Arts. 

York River Academy (YRA), a charter school operated by the 
York County School Division on the campus of Yorktown 
Middle School, is designed to provide selected students in 
grades 9 through 12 with an innovative academic and career-
preparatory education in core subject areas with emphasis 
on computer technology while working toward a Standard 
Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma.  

At YRA, instructional activities are student-centered with 
teachers using collaborative approaches and blended 
instruction that prepare students for success in the 
classroom and the world of work. Applications for YRA are 
available in the school counseling office in each middle and 
high school. Contact the YRA Principal at (757) 898-0516 for 
additional information. 
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A Career Cluster is a grouping of occupations and broad industries based on commonalities. Career Clusters help students 
investigate careers and design their courses of study to advance their career goals. For this reason, Virginia has adopted the 
nationally accepted structure of 17 Career Clusters, career pathways and sample career specialties or occupations. 

Within each career cluster, there are multiple career pathways that represent a common set of skills and knowledge, both 
academic and technical, necessary to pursue a full range of career opportunities within that pathway ς ranging from entry level 
to management, including technical and professional career specialties. 

AGRICULTURE, FOOD & NATURAL RESOURCES 
The production, processing, marketing, distribution, 
financing, and development of agricultural commodities and 
resources include food, fiber, wood products, natural 
resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal 
products/resources. 

ARCHITECTURE & CONSTRUCTION 
Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and 
maintaining the built environment. 

ARTS, A/V TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS 
Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and 
publishing multimedia content including visual and 
performing arts and design, journalism, and entertainment 
services. 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION 
Careers in planning, organizing, directing and evaluating 
business functions essential to efficient and productive 
business operations.  

EDUCATION & TRAINING 
Planning, managing and providing education and training 
services, and related learning support services. 

ENERGY 
Designing, planning, maintaining, generating, transmission, 
and distribution of traditional and alternative energy. 

FINANCE 
Planning, services for financial and investment planning, 
banking, insurance, and business financial management. 

GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Executing governmental functions to include governance, 
national security, Foreign Service, planning, revenue and 
taxation, regulation, and management and administration at 
the local, state, and federal levels. 

HEALTH SCIENCE 
Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, 
diagnostic services, health information, support services, 
and biotechnology research and development. 

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM 
Hospitality & Tourism encompasses the management, 
marketing, and operations of restaurants and other food 
services, lodging, attractions, recreation events, and travel 
related services. 

 

HUMAN SERVICES 
Preparing individuals for employment in career pathways 
that relate to families and human needs. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Building linkages in the IT occupation framework: for entry 
level, technical, and professional careers related to the 
design, development, support, and management of 
hardware, software, multi-media, and systems integration 
services. 

LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, CORRECTIONS AND SECURITY 
Planning, managing, and providing legal, public safety, 
protective services, and homeland security, including 
professional and technical support services. 

MANUFACTURING 
Planning, managing, and performing the processing of 
materials into intermediate or final products, and related 
professional and technical support activities such as 
production planning and control, maintenance, and 
manufacturing/process engineering. 

MARKETING 
Planning, managing, and performing marketing activities to 
reach organizational objectives. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & 

MATHEMATICS 
Planning, managing, and providing scientific research and 
professional and technical services (e.g., physical science, 
social science, engineering) including laboratory and testing 
services, and research and development services. 

TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION AND LOGISTICS 
Planning, management, and movement of people, materials, 
and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail and water, and related 
professional and technical support services such as 
transportation infrastructure planning and management, 
logistics services, mobile equipment and facility 
maintenance. 

 
The Career Clusters® brand logo and its extensions are the 
property of the National Career Technical Education 
Foundation, as managed by NASDCTEc. 
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 The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing, and development of 
agricultural commodities and resources including food, fiber, wood products, 
natural resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal products/resources. 

Pathways in this Cluster 

Agribusiness Systems 
Animal Systems 
Environmental Service Systems 
Food Products & Processing Systems 

Natural Resources Systems 
Plant Systems 
Power, Structural & Technical Systems 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ Above 

Florist 
Landscaper/Groundskeeper 
Pest Control 
Veterinary Assistant 

Biological Technician 
Environmental Technician 
Fish/Game Warden  
Veterinarian Technician 

Botanist 
Ecologist 
Environmental Engineer 
Veterinarian 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Energy, Architecture, and the 

Environment (PLTW) 
Engineering Design & Problem Solving 
Family & Consumer Science Courses 
Introduction to Forensic Science 
Introduction to Technology  
Inventions and Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Technological Systems  

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Ecology 
Nutrition & Wellness 
 

Veterinary Science I & II 

 

 Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and maintaining the built 
environment. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Construction 
Design/Pre-Construction 

Maintenance/Operations 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training Certification or !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Architectural Drafter 
Construction Worker 
Roofer 

Carpenter 
Electrician 
HVAC Mechanic 
Plumber 

Architect 
Construction Manager 
Civil Engineer 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Energy, Architecture, and the 

Environment (PLTW) 
Engineering Design & Problem Solving 
Family & Consumer Science Courses 
Introduction to Technology 
Inventions & Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Technological Systems 

Advanced Drawing/Design/ CAD 
Architectural Drawing/Design/CAD 
Basic Technical Drawing/Design/CAD 
Career Internship 
Career Mentorship  
Credit for Work Experience 
 

Building Construction I, II & III 
Electricity & Renewable Energy I & II 
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning & 

Refrigeration 
Plumbing and Pipefitting I & II 
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 Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and publishing multimedia 
content including visual and performing arts and design, journalism, and 
entertainment services. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
A/V Technology & Film  
Printing Technology  
Visual Arts  

Performing Arts  
Journalism & Broadcasting  
Telecommunications 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Actor, Dancer, Musician  
Printing Equipment Operator 

Broadcast Technician 
Desktop Publisher Stylist 
Photographer/Videographer 

Computer Animator 
Graphic Artist 
Journalist 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Art/Drama/Band/Chorus 
Career Investigations 
Intro to Programming & Game Design 
Introduction to Technology 
Inventions & Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Technology Systems 
²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ 
Yearbook/Public Speaking 
 

Art/Drama/Band/Chorus 
Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Design, Multimedia & Web 

Technologies 
Film Studies A & B 
Game Design & Development I & II 
Literary Magazine/Mass Media I & II 
Newspaper/Mass Media I & II 
Public Speaking: Presentation 
Yearbook/Mass Media I & II 

 

 

  
Careers in planning, organizing, directing and evaluating business functions 
essential to efficient and productive business operations.  

Pathways in this Cluster 
Business Information Management  
General Management  
Human Resources Management  

Administrative Support  
Operations Management  

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Administrative Assistant 
Customer Service Representative 
Receptionist 

Claims Adjuster  
Legal Assistant 
Office Manager 

Certified Public Accountant 
Finance Director 
Human Resources Manager 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional  

Education Center 
Criminal Justice 
Career Investigations 
Computer Solutions 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking  
 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Digital Applications 
Entrepreneurship Education I & II 
Marketing Exploration 
All Marketing I & II courses 
Marketing Management 
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Planning, managing and providing education and training services, and related 
learning support services. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Administration & Administrative Support  
Professional Support Services  
Teaching/Training 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Child Care Worker 
Coach 
Library Assistant 

Para-Educator 
Preschool Teacher 

Principal 
School Counselor 
Speech-Language Pathologist 
Teacher 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Art/Band/Drama/Chorus 
Career Investigations 
Computer Solutions 
Family & Consumer Science Courses 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 
WriteǊǎΩ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Virginia Teachers for Tomorrow I & II 

Early Childhood Education I & II 

 

 

 Designing, planning, maintaining, generating, transmission, and distribution of 
traditional and alternative energy. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Fuel Production 
Power Generation 

Energy Transmission, Distribution, Storage 
Energy Sustainability and Efficiency 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Gas Plant Operators 
Plumbers, Pipefitters 
Steamfitters 

Electrical Power-line Installers 
     and Repairers 
Electrical and Electronics Repairers 
Powerhouse, Substation 

Electrical Engineer 
Mechanical Engineer 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Energy, Architecture, and the 

Environment (PLTW) 
Engineering Design & Problem Solving  
Introduction to Technology 
Inventions and Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Technological Systems 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 

Electricity and Renewable Energy I & II 
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Planning, services for financial and investment planning, banking, insurance, and 
business financial management. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Accounting  
Business Finance  
Securities & Investments  

Banking Services  
Insurance  

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Bank Teller 
Insurance Clerk 

Claims Agent 
Tax Preparer 

Accountant  
Economist 
Financial Planner 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Computer Solutions 
Family & Consumer Science Courses 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 

Accounting I & II 
Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Economics & Personal Finance 
Entrepreneurship Education I & II 
Life Planning 

 

 

 

 Executing governmental functions to include: governance, national security, 
foreign service, planning, revenue and taxation, regulation, and management and 

administration at the local, state, and federal levels. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Foreign Service  
Governance  
National Security  
Planning  

Public Management & Administration  
Regulation  
Revenue & Taxation  

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Air Crew Members 
Court, Municipal, and License Clerks 
Traffic Technicians 

Construction and Building Inspectors 
Legislative Assistant 

Financial Examiners 
Real Estate Appraisers and Assessors 
Urban and Regional Planners 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Criminal Justice 
Digital Journalism 
Computer Solutions 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 
Writers Roundtable 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Navy JROTC I, II, III & IV  
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Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic services, health 
information, support services, and biotechnology research and development. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Therapeutic Services  
Diagnostic Services  
Health Informatics  

Support Services  
Biotechnology Research & Development 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Dental Assistant 
Home Health Aide 
Nursing Assistant 

Dental Hygienist 
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) 
EMT 

Dentist 
Registered Nurse (RN) 
Physician 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Intro to Forensic Science  
Make It Your Business 
Health and Medical Sciences 

Exploratory 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Emergency Medical Technician I & II 
Intro to Health & Medical Sciences 
Leadership Development 
Medical Terminology 
Sports Medicine I & II 

Dental Careers I & II 
Emergency Medical  

Technician I, II & III 
Medical Assistant I & II 
Nurse Aide I & II 
Pharmacy Technician I & II 
Physical and Occupational 
     Therapy I & II 
Veterinary Science I & II 

 

 

 Hospitality & Tourism encompasses the management, marketing, and operations of 
restaurants and other food services, lodging, attractions, recreation events and 
travel related services. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Restaurants & Food/Beverage Services  
Lodging  

Travel & Tourism  
Recreation, Amusements & Attractions 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Cook  
Guest Services Representative 
Tour Guide 

Food Service Manager/Chef  
Hotel Manager 
Travel Agent 

Director of Tourism 
Event Planner 
Marketing Manager 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Digital Journalism 
Computer Solutions 
Family & Consumer Science Courses 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 
²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Nutrition & Wellness 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing I  
Sports and Entertainment Management II 
 

Culinary Arts I & II 
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Preparing individuals for employment in career pathways that relate to families 
and human needs. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Early Childhood Development & Services  
Counseling & Mental Health Services  
Family & Community Services  

Personal Care Services  
Consumer Services 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ Degree or Above 

Hair Stylist 
Personal Fitness Trainer 

Cosmetologist 
Grief Counselor 
Massage Therapist 

Licensed Professional Counselor 
Social Worker 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations  
Criminal Justice 
Family & Consumer Science Courses 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 

Business Management 
Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Life Planning 
Nutrition & Wellness 

Cosmetology I & II 
Culinary Arts I & II 
Early Childhood Education I & II 

 

 

 
Building linkages in the IT occupation framework: for entry level, technical and 
professional careers related to the design, development, support and management of 
hardware, software, multi-media, and systems integration services. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Information Support & Services  
Network Systems  

Programming & Software Development  
Web & Digital Communications 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Computer Repair Technician 
Data Entry 
Help Desk Technician 

Database Administrator 
Web Designer 

Computer Programmer 
Network Administrator 
Software Engineer 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Computer Science Discoveries 
Computer Solutions 
Design and Robotics (PLTW) 
Engineering Design & Problem 

Solving 
Intro to Programming & Game 

Design 
Inventions and Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Technological Systems 
 

AP Computer Science A 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Computer Information Systems I & II 
Computer Science Foundations 
Computer Science Principles 
Credit for Work Experience 
Cybersecurity Fundamentals 
Design, Multimedia & Web Technologies 
Digital Applications 
Game Design & Development I & II 
Information Technology Fundamentals 
 

Cisco Networking I & II 
Computer Programming & Gaming 

Applications 
Cybersecurity Systems Technology 
Cybersecurity Operations 
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Planning, managing, and performing the processing of materials into intermediate 
or final products and related professional and technical support activities such as 
production planning and control, maintenance and manufacturing/process 
engineering. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Production  
Manufacturing Production & Process Development  
Maintenance, Installation & Repair  

Quality Assurance  
Logistics & Inventory Control  
Health, Safety & Environmental Assurance  

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training Certification or !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Dispatcher 
Forklift Operator 
Welder 

Industrial Engineering Technician 
Safety Coordinator 

Quality Engineer 
Safety Engineer 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 

Career Investigations 
Design and Robotics (PLTW) 
Engineering Design & Problem Solving 
Intro to Technology 
Inventions and Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Technological Systems 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Basic Technical Drawing/Design/CAD 
Engineering Drawing/Design/CAD 
Advanced Drawing/Design/CAD 
Marketing Management 

Mechatronics I, II & III 
Virtual Machining and Design I & II 
Welding I & II 

 

 
Planning, managing, and providing legal, public safety, protective services and 
homeland security, including professional and technical support services. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Correction Services  
Emergency & Fire Management Services  
Security & Protective Services  

Law Enforcement Services  
Legal Services  

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Emergency Dispatcher 
Firefighter/Police Officer 
Security Guard 

Court Reporter 
Paralegal 
 

Attorney 
Emergency Management Director 
Probation Officer 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Criminal Justice 
Introduction to Forensic Science 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 
²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 

Criminal Justice 
Emergency Medical Technician I, II & III 
Firefighting I & II 
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Planning, managing, and performing marketing activities to reach organizational 
objectives. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Marketing Management  
Professional Sales  
Merchandising  

Marketing Communications  
Marketing Research  

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Shipping/Receiving Clerk 
Telemarketer 

Real Estate Sales Agent 
Sales Representative 

Market Research Analyst 
Public Relations Manager 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Art/Drama/Chorus 
Career Investigations 
Digital Journalism 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 
²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ 

Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Marketing Exploration 
All Marketing I & II courses 
Fashion Marketing I & II 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing I 
Sports and Entertainment Management II 

 

 

 

 

 Planning, managing, and providing scientific research and professional and 
technical services (e.g., physical science, social science, engineering) including 
laboratory and testing services, and research and development services. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Engineering & Technology  
Science & Math 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Drafter 
Field Crew Surveyor 

CAD Technician 
Electronics Technician 
Survey Technician 

Aerospace Engineer 
Chemist 
Statistician 

Related YCSD Elective Courses 

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 
Career Investigations 
Computer Solutions 
Design and Robotics (PLTW) 
Energy, Architecture, and the 

Environment (PLTW) 
Engineering Design & Problem Solving 
Intro to Programming & Game Design 
Introduction to Technology 
Inventions and Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Technological Systems 

Advanced Drawing/Design/CAD 
Aerospace Technology 
Basic Technical Drawing/Design/CAD 
Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Engineering Drawing/Design/CAD 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

Mechatronics I, II & III 
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 Planning, management, and movement of people, materials, and goods by road, 
pipeline, air, rail and water and related professional and technical support services 
such as transportation infrastructure planning and management, logistics services, 
mobile equipment and facility maintenance. 

Pathways in this Cluster 
Transportation Operations  
Logistics Planning & Management Services  
Warehousing & Distribution Center Operations 
Facility & Mobile Equipment Maintenance  

Transportation Systems/Infrastructure Planning, 
     Management & Regulation  
Health, Safety & Environmental Management  
Sales and Service 

Sample Career Options 

Diploma with Some Training /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ !ōƻǾŜ 

Dispatcher 
Mechanic 
Truck Driver 

Avionics Technician 
Customs Inspector 
Flight Attendant 

Air Traffic Controller 
Pilot 
Port Manager 

Related YCSD Elective Courses  

Middle School High School 
New Horizons Regional 

Education Center 

Career Investigations 
Design and Robotics (PLTW) 
Engineering Design & Problem Solving 
Introduction to Technology 
Inventions and Innovations 
Make It Your Business 
Public Speaking 
Technological Systems 

Aerospace Technology 
Career Internship 
Career Mentorship 
Credit for Work Experience 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

Auto Body and Collision  
Technology I & II 

Automotive Technology I & II 
Marine Service Technology 
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The following section provides information on courses 
offered by the York County School Division. Grade-level 
designations represent the grade at which most students 
take the course described. Exceptions to the stated grade 
levels may be made to meet the educational needs of an 
individual student. Detailed information about courses and 
programs is available in the school counseling office at each 
school. 
NOTE: Courses in this Program of Studies may not be offered 
at all schools. 

High School Courses Taken in Middle School 

Course credit is awarded upon successful completion of 
identified course offerings. If a middle school student 
successfully completes a high school credit course, the credit 
earned is counted for the specified subject required for 
graduation, and for meeting the total number of units 
required for graduation. The grades earned are included 
ǿƘŜƴ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ Ǉƻint average. 

Course Fees 

Please be aware that some courses may have fees attached 
to them. If these fees would prevent you from taking the 
course, please see your school counselor for assistance. 
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Students must earn a minimum of one credit in fine 
arts or career & technical education to earn an 
Advanced Studies Diploma. 

Students must earn a minimum of two credits in the 
areas of world languages, fine arts, or career & 
technical education to earn a Standard Diploma. At 
least one of the credits must be in fine arts or career 
& technical education.  

An approved computer science course credit earned 
by students may be considered a career and technical 
course credit. 

Career & Technical Education (CTE) courses are designed to 
prepare young people for productive futures while meeting 
the commonwealth's need for well-trained and industry-
certified technical workers. A sequence of courses can 
provide students with entry-level employment skills for 
internships, apprenticeships and preparation for industry 
certification. All CTE courses listed meet the Career & 
Technical Education credit requirements for graduation. CTE 
courses are offered in the following categories: Business & 
Information Technology, Family & Consumer Sciences, 
Health & Medical Sciences, Marketing Education, and 
Technology Education.  

The New Horizons Regional Education Center (NHREC) 
provides additional opportunities for students throughout 
the region who have met prescribed prerequisites. Courses 
available at NHREC are detailed in the Specialty Programs 
Course Offerings section of this Program of Studies. For 
additional information about NHREC, call (757) 766-1100. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS 

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 6 6607 
Grade 6 Quarter 

Students are introduced to computing devices and software 
as problem-solving tools. Students complete a variety of 
projects incorporating word processing, database, 
presentation, and spreadsheet software. Basic Internet 
safety, coding, and device maintenance are components of 
this course. 

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS I 66077 
Grades 7-8 Semester 

Students learn skills to use computing devices and software 
as problem-solving tools. Students complete a variety of 
projects incorporating word processing, database, 
presentation, and spreadsheet software. Basic Internet 
safety, coding, and device maintenance are components of 
this course. Emphasis is placed on the application and 
analysis of technologies to solve problems.  

 
 

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS II 66078 
Grade 7-8 Semester 

Students expand their understanding of computers as 
problem-solving tools. Emphasis is placed on using software 
to evaluate and create products such as documents, 
multimedia presentations, databases, graphs, charts, and 
webpages. A review of Internet safety, coding, and device 
maintenance are components of this course.  
Prerequisites: Computer Solutions I 

MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS 8114 
Grades 7-8 Semester 

Students design, establish, and operate a small-group or 
class business, producing a service or product that meets an 
identified school or community need. Emphasis is placed on 
the introduction and application of business terminology, 
basic entrepreneurship concepts, and fundamental business 
principles. Basic academic skills (mathematics, science, 
English, and history/social science) are integrated into this 
course. 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS 

ACCOUNTING I 6320 
Grades 10-12 1 Credit 

In this course, students study the basic principles, concepts, 
and practices of the accounting cycle. Students use 
computers to complete projects and assignments. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 

ACCOUNTING II 6321 
Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

This course provides students in-depth knowledge of 
accounting procedures and techniques utilized in solving 
business problems and in making financial decisions. 
Students use the calculator, computer, and accounting 
software, with emphasis on electronic spreadsheets, to 
analyze and interpret business applications. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take 
an industry certification test. Prerequisite: Accounting I 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 6136 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

In this course, students study basic management concepts 
and leadership styles as they explore business ownership, 
planning, economics, international business, and human 
relations issues. Students also explore the foundations of 
economic and social concepts as they relate to legal 
principles and to business laws. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test.  

COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS I 6612 
Grades 10-12 1 Credit 

In this course, students apply problem-solving skills to real-
life situations through database, spreadsheet, word 
processing, and presentation software with integrated 
activities. Various digital input technologies, including 

speech recognition, are covered. This course prepares 
students to take the industrial certification exam to become 
a Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS).  
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 

COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS II 6613 
Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

In this course, students expand upon the skills acquired in 
Computer Information Systems I by designing web pages 
and using integrated applications. Various digital input 
technologies, including speech recognition, are covered. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 
Prerequisite: Computer Information Systems I 

CYBERSECURITY FUNDAMENTALS  6302 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

Cybersecurity affects every individual, organization, and 
nation. This course focuses on the evolving and all-pervasive 
technological environment with an emphasis on securing 
personal, organizational, and national information. Students 
will be introduced to the principles of cybersecurity, explore 
emerging technologies, examine threats and protective 
measures, and investigate the diverse high-skill, high-wage, 
and high-demand career opportunities in the field of 
cybersecurity. 

DIGITAL APPLICATIONS 6611 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

This course is designed for students to review correct 
keyboarding techniques while using software packages to 
gain a basic knowledge of word processing, spreadsheet, 
database, graphics, internet, and multimedia applications. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 
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ECONOMICS AND PERSONAL FINANCE B6120 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

This blended-learning course is required for all students.  
Students learn how to navigate the financial decisions they 
must face and to make informed decisions related to career 
exploration, budgeting, banking, credit, insurance, spending, 
taxes, saving, investing, buying/leasing a vehicle, living 
independently, and inheritance. Development of financial 
literacy skills and an understanding of economic principles 
will provide the basis for responsible citizenship and career 
success. In addition to developing personal finance skills, 
students in this course may study concepts that prepare 
them for entry-level employment in the field of finance. 
While students may take this course in grades 9-12, it is 
recommended that students take this course in the 10th or 
11th grade due to graduation requirements. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION I  9093 
Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

This course introduces students to the exciting world of 
creating, owning, and launching their own businesses. 
Students will learn concepts and techniques for planning an 
entrepreneurial venture, using design thinking and business 
model development. Students will learn about financial 
statements, marketing principles, sales and customer 
service, and basic economic principles for successful 
operation. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION II  9094 
Grade 12 1 Credit 

Building upon concepts introduced in Entrepreneurship 
Education I, this course is designed for students who wish to 
concentrate on advanced strategies for entrepreneurship. 
The focus of the course is on the development of a business 
plan and small business management. Students will 
establish, market, and maintain a business. 
Prerequisites: Entrepreneurship Education I 

GAME DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT I     V8400 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

The game design industry is the fastest revenue-growing 
entertainment medium and has created many new job 
disciplines. In this project-based course, students will create 
innovative games through the application of graphic design, 
animation, audio, and writing skills. Students will work in 
teams while developing problem-solving, critical thinking, 
and effective communication skills. They will analyze, 
design, prototype, and critique interactive games within a 
project management environment. Career opportunities 
across multiple industries, including the entertainment and 
educational arenas, will be explored. 

GAME DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT II    V8401 
Grades 10-12 1 Credit 

Students will work collaboratively in teams to refine their 
game design skills as they apply graphic design, animation, 
audio and writing skills to create innovative games for 
education and entertainment. This project-based course 
enhances problem solving, project management, and 
communication skills through the analysis, design, 
construction, and critique of interactive games. Students will 
learn about career opportunities in game design and 
development and investigate the training and certification 
requirements. 
Prerequisite: Game Design and Development I V8400 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) 
FUNDAMENTALS 6670 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

This course focuses on skills related to information 
technology basics: internet fundamentals, network systems, 
computer maintenance, upgrading, and troubleshooting; 
computer applications, programming graphics, web page 
design, and interactive media. Students explore ethical 
issues related to computers and internet technology, and 
develop teamwork and communication skills. This course 
prepares students to take the IC3 certification exam. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES  
EXPLORATORY I 8206 
Grade 6 Quarter 

Family and Consumer Sciences Exploratory I provides a 
foundation for managing individual, family, career, and 
community roles and responsibilities. In FACS Exploratory I, 
students focus on areas of individual growth such as 
personal goal achievement, responsibilities within the 
family, and accountability for personal safety and health. 
They also explore and practice financial management, 
clothing maintenance, food preparation, positive and caring 
relationships with others, and self-assessment as related to 
career exploration. Students apply problem-solving and 
leadership skills as they progress through the course. 
Mathematics, science, English, social science, fine arts, and 
technology are integrated throughout the course. 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
EXPLORATORY II 8263 
Grades 7-8 Semester 

Family and Consumer Sciences Exploratory II provides a 
foundation for managing individual, family, work, and 
community roles and responsibilities. Students focus on 
their individual development as well as their relationships 
and roles within the family unit. They learn how to maintain 
their living and personal environments and to use nutrition 
and wellness practices. Students apply consumer and family 
resources, develop textile, fashion, and apparel concepts, 
and explore careers related to family and consumer 

sciences. Time is provided for developing education and 
early childhood concepts and leadership skills.  In this course 
students will complete a career inventory, learn about 
career clusters and pathways, and demonstrate workplace 
readiness skills.   

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES  
EXPLORATORY III 8244 
Grades 7-8 Semester 

Family and Consumer Sciences Exploratory III provides a 
foundation for managing individual, family, career, and 
community roles and responsibilities. In FACS III, students 
focus on their individual roles in the community as well as 
how the community influences individual development. 
Students develop change-management and conflict-
resolution skills and examine how global concerns affect 
communities. Students enhance their knowledge of 
nutrition and wellness practices and learn how to maximize 
consumer and family resources. This course helps students 
apply textile, fashion, and apparel concepts to their daily 
lives and provides background on the stages of early 
childhood development as related to childcare. Time is 
provided for exploring careers in the FACS career cluster and 
developing job-search skills. Students increase their 
leadership abilities and explore how volunteerism aids 
communities. Mathematics, science, language, social 
science, and technology are integrated throughout the 
course.  Students will also complete a career inventory, learn 
about career clusters and pathways, and demonstrate 
workplace readiness skills. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

LIFE PLANNING 8227 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

Life Planning equips students with life skills. Relevant life 
applications emphasize creating and maintaining healthy 
relationships, practicing personal nutrition, health and 
wellness, and developing a life-management plan. 

NUTRITION AND WELLNESS 8229 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

Students enrolled in Nutrition and Wellness focus on 
understanding wellness, investigating principles of nutrition, 
using science and technology in food management, ensuring 
food safety, planning menus and preparing food, and 
exploring careers in the field of nutrition and wellness. 
Critical thinking and practical problem solving are 
emphasized. 

VIRGINIA TEACHERS FOR TOMORROW I  9062 
Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

Virginia Teachers for Tomorrow (VTfT) fosters student 
interest, understanding, and appreciation of the teaching 
profession, and allows secondary students to explore 

careers in education. Students build a foundation for 
teaching, learn the history, structure and governance of 
teaching, apply professional teaching techniques in the VTfT 
classroom and field experience, and reflect on their teaching 
experiences. 
NOTE: Dual Enrollment option available through Shenandoah 
University. 
Prerequisite: Students must submit an application to be 
considered for enrollment in the program. 

VIRGINIA TEACHERS FOR TOMORROW II  9072 
Grade 12 1 Credit 

Students continue to explore careers in the Education and 
Training Cluster and pathways. This course provides the 
opportunity for students to prepare for careers in education 
as they research postsecondary options, learn about the 
process of teacher certification in Virginia, and participate in 
a practicum experience. 
NOTE: Dual Enrollment option available through 
Shenandoah University. Students must have approval from 
Virginia Teachers for Tomorrow I teacher. 
Prerequisites: Virginia Teachers for Tomorrow I (VTfT) 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

HEALTH AND MEDICAL SCIENCES  8370 
EXPLORATORY 
Grade 7-8 Semester 

Students explore health and medical sciences careers and 
related clusters, participate in interactive activities, and 
receive an overview of the healthcare industry. Course

 
content includes the criteria for entering various healthcare 
careers. Students gain communication, problem solving, and 
critical thinking skills. This course will be offered at Queens 
Lake Middle School.   

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS 

INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH  
AND MEDICAL SCIENCES 8302 
Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

This course introduces students to a variety of health 
occupations. This survey course is appropriate for students 
interested in careers that require post-secondary education 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ 
certification. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 

MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY 8383 
Grades 10-12 1 Credit 

This course is designed to help students learn health care 
language. Topics are presented in logical order beginning 
ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ōƻŘȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ŀƴŀǘƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
progressing through pathology, diagnostic procedures, 
therapeutic interventions, and finally pharmacology. 
Students learn concepts, terms, and abbreviations for each 
topic. NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to 
take an industry certification test. Recommended 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Health and Medical Sciences 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN I  DE-8333 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN II DE-8334 
Grades 11-12 2 Credits 

Students explore and apply the fundamentals of EMS, 
anatomy, physiology, and medical terminology while 
demonstrating skills in assessing and managing patient care, 
including assessing the scene and understanding shock, 
resuscitation, and trauma. Students build their knowledge 
and skills for providing basic life support by focusing on the 
areas of EMS operations, medical emergencies, and 
management of special patient populations. 
NOTE: This course is Dually Enrolled with Virginia Peninsula 
Community College (VPCC) and will take place at the VPCC 
Historic Triangle campus. This course prepares students for 
state and national certifications. Students must be at least 16 
years old prior to the first day of EMT instruction. Students 
successfully completing the course will earn 8 VPCC credits. 
Students must meet admission and course placement 
requirements of the college. Requirements for admission 
include the completion of an application for admission to the 
college and demonstration of readiness for college through 
Grade Point Average (GPA), placement testing or eligible 
assessments. 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 9097 
Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

Students will develop competencies in identifying individual 
aptitudes in relation to effective leadership skills including 
understanding organizational behavior, using effective 
communication in the workplace, handling human resources 
and organizational problems, resolving conflict, and planning 
for the future. Continuing education in leadership is 
emphasized as well as practical leadership experiences in 
cooperation with school and community leaders. Students will 
complete a 40-hour externship in the health sciences field. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. Recommended Prerequisite: 
Introduction to Health and Medical Sciences, and Medical 
Terminology 

SPORTS MEDICINE I  8316 
Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

This course of studies provides students with the basic 
concepts and skill set required for an entry-level position as 
a sports medicine assistant.  It introduces students to topics 
such as injury prevention, nutrition, first aid/CPR/AED, 
exercise physiology, and biomechanics.  Students study basic 
human anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, legal 
and ethical issues in sports medicine, and career 
preparation.  Course competencies have been constructed 
so as not to go beyond the professional scope of 
aide/assistant level.  Mastery of the material in this course 
would provide students with a strong background should 
they wish to pursue certification in areas such as first aid, 
CPR, AED, and/or personal trainer. 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Health and Medical Sciences, 
and Medical Terminology 

SPORTS MEDICINE II 8317 
Grade 12 1 Credit 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be 
eligible to take the National Academy of Sports Medicine-
Certified Personal Trainer (NASM-CPT) exam. This course 
builds upon basic knowledge acquired in Sports Medicine I 
on topics such as exercise physiology, biomechanics, exercise 
program design, and injury prevention, assessment, 
treatment, and management. Students prepare for a career 
in sports medicine, including completing an internship. 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Health and Medical Sciences, 
Medical Terminology, and Sports Medicine I 
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The Marketing Education program prepares students for full-
time employment in retail, wholesale, and service 
businesses. 

Cooperative Education (CO-OP) combines classroom 
instruction with a minimum of 280 hours of supervised on-
the-job training. Training occurs in an approved local 
marketing business and is coordinated by the marketing 
teacher-coordinator during the school year. On-the-job 
training during summer months may be applied toward the 
280 hours if documented by a training plan and supervised 

by the teacher-coordinator, for Level II students. Students 
may earn one additional credit for completing an additional 
280 hours of coordinated work experience (560). Contextual 
instruction and student participation in co-curricular career 
and technical student organization (DECA) activities will 
develop leadership, interpersonal, and career skills. High-
quality work-based learning will provide experiential 
learning opportunities related to students' career goals 
and/or interests, integrated with instruction, and performed 
in partnership with local businesses and organizations. 
 

 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

FASHION MARKETING I/CO-OP 81401 
FASHION MARKETING I 81402 
Grades 10-12 CO-OP 2 Credits 

 1 Credit 

This course leads students into the exciting and ever-
changing world of fashion. Students gain knowledge of 
marketing as it relates to the fashion industry. From brick-
and-mortar retail establishments to online retail and social 
media marketing, students will explore aspects such as 

trends, technology, the buying process, visual 
merchandising, the nature and history of fashion and fashion 
designers, and the global impact of the fashion industry on 
the economy. The course explores career options and 
develops workplace readiness skills. Academic skills related 
to the content are part of this course. 
NOTE: Students in this course have an opportunity to take an 
industry certification test. 

 








































































































































